University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-14-1986

International Development Agencies Opposed To
Central American Economic Integration
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "International Development Agencies Opposed To Central American Economic Integration." (1986).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/156

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 077670
ISSN: 1060-4189

International Development Agencies Opposed To Central
American Economic Integration
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, November 14, 1986
According to Salvadoran economist Hector Dada Irezi, international development agencies,
including the US Agency for International Development (USAID), are opposed to Central American
economic integration. Dada, consultant for the UN Economic Commission for Latin America
(ECLA), told regional news agency ACEN-SIAG on Nov. 13 in Guatemala City during a break in
OAS General Assembly sessions that the development agencies are pressuring Central American
nations to drop attempts to form intraregional trade agreements, much less a common market.
The economist said Central American governments have been instructed to ground economic
growth programs in the export of non-traditional goods to non-traditional markets. Next, the thrust
of international agency recommendations centers on decreased public control in several areas of
economic life. To export, he said, Central Americans have been told to "deregulate" the domestic
market, remove trade barriers, and suspend all manner of domestic industry protection measures.
Such recommendations, Dada said, achieve only political aims, i.e., provoking competition among
the nations of the region instead of building a common market. Each nation, he said, should choose
its own development model, adding to economic integration is a viable instrument of development
toward achieving relatively stable growth.
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